
Media Inquiries: 

Jessie Sitnick       Shirven Rezvany Cherish Francis  

416-859-8250  416-841-0757  306-230-7685 

 

1 
 

 

Media Backgrounder and FAQ 

Proposed National Sixties Scoop Settlement Hearings 

May 2018 

 
Prepared by: Jeffery Wilson, Wilson Christen LLP, Lead Counsel (Ontario) 

 

What is happening? 
 
Hearings are taking place in Saskatoon (May 10, 11) and Toronto (May 29, 30) that will determine 

approval for the proposed national Sixties Scoop settlement.  The two key questions the presiding 

justices will consider in making this decision are: 

 

- Is the proposed settlement in the best interest of the class? 

- Is the proposed settlement fair and reasonable? 

 

Commonly Asked Questions about the Settlement 
 
What is the proposed settlement? 

The agreement will include symbolic restitution for people who lost their cultural identities after being 

removed from their families and communities and placed with non-Indigenous foster and adoptive 

families. Under the proposed agreement, the government will pay the fourth-highest class action 

settlement in Canadian history, including: 

- Up to $750 million in individual compensation  

- $50 million to establish a healing foundation, which will be lead by the vision and direction of 

Sixties Scoop survivors 

 

Who is eligible for the proposed settlement? 

Individuals who are, or are eligible for, status “Indian” (per the Indian Act) or “Inuit” and were removed 

from their homes (either on or off reserve) to be adopted or become permanent wards, between 1951-

1991 are eligible to be claimants. 

 

How much money will claimants receive? 

Claimants will likely receive between $25,000 - $50,000. The amount depends on how many claimants 

come forward. Based on the best estimates of the number of potential claimants, we expect claimants 

are likely to receive $50,000 each. The amount each individual receives will be tax-free, and 

arrangements are underway to ensure that payments do not affect the recipient’s entitlement to any 

provincial public assistance benefit programs. 
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The settlement allows time make sure all claimants are able to apply. Payments should be received 

before the end of 2019. 

 

What is the “healing foundation” and who will it benefit? 

The goal behind the healing foundation is to provide culturally appropriate help and support to all 

survivors of the Sixties Scoop and their families and to ensure that, going forward, no Canadian child 

ever experiences the pain endured by survivors of cultural identity loss. If the settlement is approved, it 

will be Sixties Scoop survivors who shape the vision and path for the Healing Foundation.  

To ensure this happens, consultations will take place this summer to hear the voices of survivors and to 

understand what they want and need from the foundation. These sessions will be lead by Dr. Raven 

Sinclair, a survivor and Associate Professor of Social Work at the University of Regina, and Kenn Richard, 

executive director of Native Child and Family Services of Toronto. Both share a life-long commitment to 

Sixties Scoop survivors and Indigenous communities. 

What if claimants don’t have access to their records?  

Claimants do not need to have any records to apply for compensation.  

 

Is the settlement amount fair? 

No amount of money could ever make up for the harm experienced by the victims of the 60s Scoop.  

There is no Canadian legal precedent for loss of cultural identity. According to our legal experts, the 

settlement is likely more than what could have been won in court. It is the fourth largest class action 

settlement in Canada’s history.  

The proposed settlement also includes $50 million to set up a “healing foundation” – which will provide 

ongoing help to all Sixties Scoop survivors into the future.  The foundation could not have been achieved 

through a court decision.  

How much are lawyers getting paid? 

The total amount paid to the four legal teams working on the agreement is set at 15% of the minimum 

government payout. This sum amounts to $75 million, and covers all past and future legal fees accrued 

by the legal teams in developing and executing the agreement. It is expected that work will continue to 

fulfill the agreement until at least August 2019.  

 
Compensation for legal teams involved in the settlement will be paid separately by the government, and 
will not come out of the compensation package for survivors. 

 

About the Hearings 
 
Why are there two hearings? 

There are two hearings because there are two different classes of claimants.  The hearing in Toronto is 

for the class certified under the Ontario Sixties Scoop claim.  The hearing in Saskatoon will, in addition to 

reviewing the settlement, establish a class for all eligible claimants under the national settlement who 

are not included in the Ontario claim.  
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What will happen at the hearings? 

The legal counsel for the lead plaintiffs will present testimony based on affidavits from Sixties Scoop 

survivors, impacted family members, as well as legal and subject-matter experts that support the case 

for settlement.  The court will also hear objections from those who disagree with all or some aspects of 

the settlement.   

 

When will a decision be released? 

Each judge will decide when to release their decision following the respective hearings. 

 

What happens if the settlement is not approved? 

If the settlement is not approved, the certified Ontario case could move for a trial decision regarding 

compensation – as they have already won a decision on liability for harm.  However, everyone who is 

not eligible under the Ontario claim would need to start a new legal process. Further, in the absence of a 

settlement, there would be no funding for a healing foundation (a foundation cannot be established 

through a court decision).  

 

Can the presiding justices change or amend the settlement agreement? 

The court does not have the authority to alter the agreement reached by the claimants and the federal 

government. The court is limited to approving or rejecting the settlement in its entirety. 

 

Can the presiding Justices in Saskatoon and Toronto make two different decisions? 

It is possible as the judges will preside over the issues entirely independent of one another, although 

they will have access to the same evidence filed in both courts.    

How many people support the settlement and how many are objecting? 

A court ordered written notice was sent out in January 2018 advising of each eligible claimant’s right to 

object in writing on or before April 30, 2018. The objections received represent approximately 1.5% of a 

class that is likely to include, at least, 10,000 people.  

For more information: 

 

• Sixties Scoop Class Action: www.sixtiesscoopclaim.com 

• Collectiva: www.sixtiesscoopsettlement.info 

 

https://sixtiesscoopclaim.com/
https://sixtiesscoopsettlement.info/

